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On December 15, 2000 the Committee on Environmental Protection will conduct an oversight hearing on the New York City Department of Environmental Protection and the New York City Department of Sanitation.

The Committee on Environmental Protection has jurisdiction over the Department of Sanitation and the Department of Environmental Protection. The New York City Charter and Code (§29) provides that “each standing committee of the council shall hold at least one hearing each year relating to the activities of each of the agencies under its jurisdiction.”

The purpose of today’s hearing is to examine several areas and activities that these two Agencies perform.

Background

· The Department of Sanitation

The New York City Department of Sanitation (DOS) is responsible for all functions and operations relating to: the collection and disposal of refuse; the collection, handling, marketing of recyclables; the clearing of litter, snow and ice from 6,000 miles of streets; the removal of debris from vacant lots; the removal of derelict vehicles and the enforcement of Health and Administrative Code provisions. DOS also implements the City’s solid waste management plan.

· The Department of Environmental Protection


The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is responsible for providing pure, wholesome and adequate supplies of drinking water; to treat sewage and dispose of the sludge generated from the sewage treatment process; and to prevent air, water and noise pollution. In addition, DEP is authorized to respond to emergencies caused by releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances and to collect and manage information concerning the amount, location and nature of hazardous substances.

· The New York City Charter and Code

Attached to this briefing paper is a copy of the New York City Charter and Code (Chapter 31, §§751-755 for the Department of Sanitation and Chapter 57, §§ 1401-1404 for the Department of Environmental Protection) which describes each of the Agencies powers and duties.
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