
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Res 0885-2025

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Kamillah Hanks

Bill Title:
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.901, in relation to assault in the second degree of an operator or crew of a passenger commuter ferry.
Submitted by:
Council Member Hanks

Justification:
Ferry transit workers play a critical role in maintaining the safety and reliability of New York City’s transportation system and are entitled to strong legal protections while performing their duties. While bus and train operators are protected under state law by felony-level penalties for assaults committed against them, operators and crew members aboard passenger commuter ferries do not receive the same level of protection.
This disparity leaves ferry workers vulnerable and undermines fairness across the transit workforce. By urging passage of S.901, this resolution seeks to extend felony assault protections to ferry operators and crew members, strengthen deterrence against violent conduct, and ensure that all transit workers are afforded equal and adequate safeguards in the course of their public service.






