New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 275

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to sealing community facilities used for purposes not authorized in their certificate of occupancy

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
Neighborhoods across the City have seen community facility spaces (e.g., houses of worship, nonprofit/community spaces, schools, and similar uses) operating for purposes not authorized in their certificate of occupancy, creating ongoing quality-of-life and safety concerns. When a community facility is used as a de facto commercial or other unauthorized operation, it can undermine zoning protections in residence districts, generate nuisance conditions, and erode community trust, especially when problem locations shut down and then quickly reopen.

This legislation closes a gap in the City’s nuisance-abatement tools by explicitly declaring it a public nuisance when a community facility is occupied for a use that is not the primary use authorized by the certificate of occupancy. It also strengthens enforcement by allowing the City to execute a closure order for an unauthorized community facility use on an accelerated timeline (five business days after posting), helping prevent repeat violations and reducing the window for continued illegal activity.

By clarifying standards and enabling faster, more effective enforcement, this legislation protects residential neighborhoods, supports lawful community-serving uses, and ensures that certificate-of-occupancy rules are meaningful in practice.
