
























Good afternoon, 
My name is Kat Green and I am the founder of Endora, a non-profit that provides security 
consultation to human rights organizations. My work began with protecting abortion facilities, 
and expanded cross movement to support any organization that is targeted by hate groups, due to 
the significant overlap in players that target vulnerable communities. 
I am here to express my opposition to Julie Menin and Eric Dinowitz’ proposed “buffer zone” 
bills around places of worship and educational facilities.  
THESE BILLS TARGET FREE SPEECH AND THE RIGHT TO PROTEST. But perhaps 
more importantly, they do not provide any novel protection to the organizations they claim 
to support, and may put them at greater risk. Historically, inhibiting free speech around 
dissenting opinions contributes to conspiratorial thinking, and promotes violent rhetoric and 
actions against marginalized communities. And as we have seen in the case of the Freedom of 
Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act being disproportionately applied to inhibit free speech 
and freedom of the press in Minneapolis, any legislation passed to protect an institution needs to 
be looked at critically in how it can be misused to provide cover for authoritarian motives. Places 
of worship are already protected by both the FACE Act and hate crime laws. The proposals 
accelerate the escalating national criminalization of dissent, and would compound the abuse of 
existing legislation, which the Trump administration is now weaponizing to prosecute protesters 
and journalists. 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH & JUSTICE ORGANIZATIONS BROADLY OPPOSE THE 
BILLS. THESE BILLS WOULD RESULT IN INCREASED POLICE PRESENCE, 
INTIMIDATION, AND CHILLING OF FREE SPEECH.  The legislation would become 
another tool for surveillance, mass arrests, and selective enforcement, especially against 
communities of color and the movements challenging entrenched power already 
disproportionately targeted by law enforcement. There is already documented and widespread 
use of excessive force and uneven application of the law by law enforcement against protesters, 
particularly by the NYPD’s Strategic Response Group. 
I urge all City Council members, particularly those who claim to value democracy, to vote 
against these bills. We need our City Council to stand for New Yorkers’ freedom of speech and 
assembly. 
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Speaker Menin, Chairperson Salaam and Council Members, 
  
My name is Irene Siegel and I’m here with Jews For Racial & Economic Justice. I am also a JVP 
member, an Arabic Studies professor at CUNY, and teach in after school Jewish education programs 
for kids. I’m here to voice my strong opposition to the perimeter bills. As a Jewish New Yorker, I care 
deeply about Jewish safety.  With JFREJ, I have co-facilitated trainings against antisemitism as well 
as Upstander trainings and community safety canvasses to help New Yorkers develop the skills and 
understanding of what it takes to keep each other safe. I’m also on the Community Safety Campaign 
team,with whom I co-developed and wrote our recently released Bringing Safety Through Solidarity to 
Life: An Abolitionist Guide to Jewish Community Safety; and co-facilitate training to build strong safety 
infrastructure for Jews and our neighbors. This is because we know that our safety as Jews is 
inextricable from the safety of the larger Muslim, BIPOC, trans and immigrant communities we’re a 
part of – including the BIPOC, trans and immigrant Jews in our own community– all of whom are the 
most likely to be racially-profiled and targeted with deadly violence by police. We work toward these 
solutions because the data clearly shows that giving more latitude and control to police– as your bill 
would do– does not make us safer. (For instance, unarmed black people are currently more than 3 
times more likely to be killed by police than unarmed white people.) It is disingenuous to frame these 
perimeter bills as “police accountability” protocols when their goal is clearly to expand police control of 
protests and protesters – and most particularly those for Palestinian rights. By its further 
entrenchment of the Palestine Exception to free speech, and generalized expansion of police 
authority to target protesters, this legislation will make Jews and all New Yorkers less safe. 
  
As an organizer and a CUNY educator, I have repeatedly witnessed the police brutalizing or 
intimidating principled and courageous student protestors – most of whom are BIPOC or Muslim – as 
they protest the genocide in Gaza. Many of these same demonstrators have stood side by side with 
Jewish New Yorkers just like me to peacefully protest the illegal sale of stolen Palestinian land at fully 
secular promotional events being held at synagogues. As you’ve stated yourself, it is protests such as 
these – against accelerated Palestinian displacement and ethnic cleansing – that are the target of 
your legislation. Moreover, dozens of CUNY faculty and staff – including myself -- have been targeted 
with doxxing or even fired for expressing support for Palestinians. People speaking their conscience 
against atrocities should not be subjected to the intensified police surveillance and control these bills 
would authorize. What’s worse, these bills further weaponize Jewish identity to justify the expanded 
policing of political expression. 
  
As the Trump administration wages outright war on our cities and educational institutions with 
everything from violent masked gestapo to FBI investigations and lawfare, the last thing we need right 
now is to direct more resources and authority to the police, amplifying the same failed strategies that 
will continue to make us less safe while undermining our rights. What we need is more resources for 
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initiatives that meaningfully build safety infrastructure from within and across communities – such as 
Upstander, antiracism and restorative justice trainings. Most importantly, the data clearly shows that 
community safety comes not from policing but from strengthening communities through jobs, housing 
and healthcare. Please oppose these bills and instead feed initiatives and policies that keep Jews 
and all New Yorkers safe. Thank you.  



 
 

Good afternoon. 

Council Member Salaam, Speaker Menin, Members of the Committee, thank you for allowing 

me to testify. 

My name is Jilian Cahan Gersten, and I am the Chief Development Officer at the Museum of 

Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

The Museum wholeheartedly endorses City Council’s efforts to address heightened hate crime 

and violence; combat antisemitism, racism and xenophobia; and strengthen our communities’ 

safety. Thus, we want to express our support to the Council Speaker Julie Menin’s five-point 

action plan as it speaks deeply to our shared values and goals. 

Since 1997, the Museum of Jewish Heritage, the third largest Holocaust Museum in the world, 

has served as a vital educational and civic resource, welcoming visitors from across the five 

boroughs and beyond. Our mission is to educate diverse audiences about Jewish life before, 

during, and after the Holocaust, while confronting the enduring dangers of unchecked 

antisemitism and other forms of hate. At a time when xenophobia is on the rise, our work is not 

only historically important but deeply relevant to the current moment in our city. 

According to the NYPD, antisemitic incidents accounted for 57% of reported hate crimes in 

2025, although only approximately 10% of New York City residents are Jewish. Jewish New 

Yorkers were the targets of hate crimes more than all other groups combined. As a Jewish 

cultural space, we want everyone to feel safe and welcomed when pursuing the goal of 

educating themselves about Holocaust history and its vital lessons in our museum.  

The City’s new investment in Holocaust education and legislation to address discriminatory 

misinformation is a timely, relevant, and proven-to-work method. Young people encounter 

growing amounts of antisemitic content and Holocaust denial online, contributing to a widening 

knowledge gap. Holocaust education is mandatory for every eighth and tenth grader in New 

York public schools, yet teachers often receive no guidance on what topics to cover or counter 

misinformation. Therefore, we serve an essential role in the city’s educational ecosystem by 

providing free tours, programs, and professional development opportunities. In our work for 

many decades, we encountered that age-appropriate Holocaust education builds empathy and 

critical thinking that lead to allyship. 

We thank the members of this committee and the entire New York City Council for your 

leadership and continued support of Holocaust education. Your commitment to the fight against 

hatred and intolerance ensures that New York City remains a place where history is 

remembered; lessons are learned, and all New Yorkers feel safe.  
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February 25, 2026 

Testimony for Committee to Combat Hate 
 
We object these bills 
 
Legislation  

●​ "Require police to submit a plan to establish security perimeters at places of 
religious worship." (Menin – Int 0001-2026)​
 

●​ "Require police to submit a plan to establish security perimeters at educational 
facilities." (Dinowitz and Ariola – Int 0175-2026)​
 

●​ "Build upon an existing security guard reimbursement program for nonpublic 
schools." (Narcisse – Int 0327-2026)​
 

●​ "Establish a hotline for receiving reports from the public regarding incidents 
motivated by antisemitic, anti-Asian, and gender-based hate or bias." (Restler – 
Int 0388-2026)​
 

●​ "Require the Department of Education (DOE) to distribute age-appropriate 
materials to middle and high school students regarding the risks and dangers 
associated with social media for youth." (Abreu and Lee – Int 0022-2026) 

 

 

 

Dear Committee to Combat Hate, 
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To the esteemed Chair and Committee members, 
 
I am Tanesha Grant, the Executive Director of Parents Supporting Parents NY. I address you 
today in my professional capacity, as well as a Black woman, mother, and grandmother. I would 
first like to commend your efforts to combat hate. However, your "Five-Point Action Plan to 
Combat Antisemitism and Strengthen Community Safety" appears to be narrowly focused on a 
single demographic within our diverse communities. As a Black woman descended from 
enslaved African people, I must highlight that these five proposed bills fail to address the 
protection that Black people deserve and have historically been denied in this nation and this 
city. 
 
Our Black community has been subjected to anti-Black hate and anti-Blackness for over 400 
years. This systemic issue has been consistently dismissed or treated as illegitimate. Yet, 
across this country, documented video evidence exists of numerous attacks targeting Black 
children, women, and men. Having been removed from my Black family at birth, I experienced 
early on the profound nature of anti-Black prejudice simply for being born Black. It is an affront 
to our ongoing trauma that council members would draft legislation that could potentially further 
marginalize our voices under the guise of combating antisemitism. Such an approach suggests 
a tiered system of protection where only certain groups are prioritized. 
 
In this, the 100th anniversary of Black History Month in the year 2026, Black individuals 
continue to strive for equity and equal protection under the law. A recent example is the 
February CEC 3 meeting, which illustrated the presence of anti-Blackness and the lack of 
immediate, meaningful action to address it. We were compelled to advocate strenuously simply 
to bring attention to this incident, despite its involvement of Black children. 
 
These proposed bills also risk limiting our right to peacefully protest near schools, even in the 
face of clear instances of anti-Blackness within public school environments. Council Member 
Ressler's bill, in particular, lacks sensitivity as it omits any mention of protections against 
anti-Blackness. We can no longer compromise the safety of our children while advocating for 
others. It is unconscionable that anti-Blackness is not explicitly named and addressed in every 
community. I have personally experienced being subjected to racial slurs by members of various 
communities, and when we speak out, our concerns are often dismissed through gaslighting. 
 
Council members are advancing legislation without seeking input from Black communities, 
proposing increased police presence in schools despite the evidence that such measures have 
historically not ensured our safety. We know that Black individuals are already disproportionately 
surveilled and subjected to stops at a higher rate than any other community, yet the prevailing 
narrative remains unchanged. This narrative, in fact, has lethal consequences for Black people. 
Every time a Black person is found hanging, Black mothers, like myself, immediately contact 
their children to confirm their safety. For generations, we have been forced to teach our children 
that their beautiful Black skin will be used as a weapon against them. 
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How can we support the deployment of police buffers around our schools when the police 
themselves often fail to record our complaints of anti-Black racism when we report them? 
Increasing police presence around peaceful protestors renders us less safe, as Black 
individuals are likely to be the first subjected to brutality while attempting to exercise our First 
Amendment right to free speech and our right to peacefully protest against policies that 
disadvantage our children and parents in NYC Public Schools. Furthermore, a deep-seated lack 
of trust exists between our community and the police. 
 
We do not endorse these bills and will continue to advocate for holistic and equitable legislation 
that ensures protection for all. Bills that do not address the needs of all people cannot be 
considered beneficial for all people. 
 

Best regards, 

 

Tanesha Grant 
Executive Director, Parents Supporting Parents NY 

 













 

 
The NYC Abolition and Education Justice Collective 

We are the NYC Abolition and Education Justice Collective, a grassroots collective of community 
organizers of color working alongside Black, Latine, and working-class families across New York City. 
We are writing today in strong opposition to Bill #01, sponsored by Speaker Julie Menin, and Bill #175, 
sponsored by Education Committee Chair Eric Dinowitz, which would create NYPD-enforced “buffer 
zones” around religious institutions and educational facilities across our city. 

These buffer zones would infringe on New Yorkers’ fundamental rights to free speech and 
assembly while doing little to meaningfully address the root causes of harm or bias in our communities. 
Creating NYPD “buffer zones” around schools will further criminalize Black and Latine students. In 2022 
alone, 87 percent of all NYPD school policing interventions involved Black or Hispanic students, 
even though these students make up roughly two-thirds of the NYC public school population (New York 
Civil Liberties Union [NYCLU], Safety with Dignity: Alternatives to the NYPD in Schools, 2023). These 
interventions can include handcuffing students, removing them from school, detaining them, or arresting 
them (NYCLU, 2023; NYC Department of Education & NYPD School Safety Data Reports). New York 
City Council’s own data shows that Black students represent 66.7 percent of arrests in schools, 
including among children ten years old and under (New York City Council Committee on Education 
Oversight Data Brief, 2022). Research consistently finds that both Black and Hispanic students are 
significantly more likely than their peers to face juvenile or criminal arrest following an initial 
school-based incident, contributing to what scholars describe as the “school-to-prison pipeline” 
(Advancement Project, 2010; Hirschfield, 2018; American Psychological Association Zero Tolerance 
Task Force, 2008). By increasing the presence of NYPD around school campuses and religious 
institutions, Black and Latine students and families would be placed directly in the path of expanded 
criminalization and the documented harms of policing. 

A broader body of national research has also found that the presence of police in schools 
increases the use of suspensions, expulsions, police referrals, and arrests, particularly for Black students 
and students with disabilities, without improving overall school safety (Skiba et al., 2014). On average, 
Black and Latinx youth represented 90.9% of arrests, 89.7% of juvenile reports, and 92.3% of court 
summonses issued, despite being only 66.2% of the student population. Black students were 
disproportionately impacted by school policing across the board. On average, Black students were only 
25.7% of the youth population yet were subject to 54.5% of all policing incidents (Urban Youth 
Collaborative, 2021). Because educational facilities and places of worship exist in nearly every 
neighborhood, these bills would effectively make much of the city subject to increased NYPD presence, 



 

surveillance, and enforcement. Student protests, petitions, or even peaceful community gatherings could 
fall within these zones and be treated as violations, despite they are forms of First Amendment protected 
speech. 

To truly address hate and bias in all forms (anti-Blackness, anti-Semitism, racism, sexism, 
ableism, homophobia, etc.), we need schools to be welcoming spaces that invest in restorative justice 
practices, Black Studies K-12 curriculum, and culturally responsive education. Expanded policing on 
wider school campuses and religious institutions does not address hate or bias, but instead instigates 
further racial profiling, surveillance, and policing of Black and Brown communities. Safety does not come 
from surveillance and enforcement. It comes from trust, resources, culturally responsive education and 
meaningful opportunities for young people to engage in dialogue and resolve conflict constructively. An 
investment and focus on incorporating restorative justice practices in NYC schools addresses harm while 
ensuring community accountability and safety through open communication and relationship building. 
Additionally, we demand the creation and implementation of k-12 Black studies and culturally responsive 
curriculum in schools to combat anti-Black, anti-semetic, homophobic, sexist, and racist hate. Combatting 
bias and hate must begin with education.  

We urge all Council Members, particularly those who claim to value democracy, to vote against 
Bill #1 and #175. Our City Council must stand for New Yorkers’ freedom of speech and assembly while 
protecting the safety and dignity of our students and families. 

Sincerely, 

Sohini Das, The NYC Abolition and Education Justice Collective  
Imani Wilson, The NYC Abolition and Education Justice Collective  
Bri Ruiz, The NYC Abolition and Education Justice Collective  
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