Committee Staff
 Josh Kingsley, Senior Counsel
Chad Benjamin, Policy Analyst

[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]








THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
Andrea Vazquez, Director, Legislative Division
Rachel Cordero, Deputy Director, Governmental Affairs, Legislative Division

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Hon. Oswald Feliz, Chair

August 13, 2026


	PROP. INT. NO. 935-A:
	By Council Members Feliz, Ariola, Thomas-Henry, Louis, Schulman and Morano 


	TITLE:

	[bookmark: _Hlk209084628]A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to quarterly reporting on confirmed firearm discharges

	ADMIN. CODE:
	Amends §14-150

	
	



I. INTRODUCTION

On August 13, 2026, the Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Oswald Feliz, will vote on Proposed Introduction Number 935 (“Prop. Int. No. 935-A”), sponsored by Council Member Feliz, in relation to quarterly reporting on confirmed firearm discharges. The Committee heard a prior version of this bill on June 10, 2026, and received testimony from representatives from the New York City Police Department (“NYPD” or “the Department”), legal service providers and other interested members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND
a. NYPD Reporting on Shooting Incidents
The NYPD currently publicly reports “shooting incidents,” which include incidents where at least one person was struck by a bullet.[footnoteRef:1] The Department has explained that its shooting-incident measure was established to track gun violence by tabulating the occurrence of shots fired with an identifiable victim.[footnoteRef:2] As a result, an incident in which a firearm is discharged but no person is struck is not included within NYPD’s publicly reported shooting-incident measure.[footnoteRef:3] The distinction is significant because firearm discharges may occur without resulting in injuries, including incidents where police recover shell casings but no person is struck.  [1:  New York City Police Department. (2026). Indicator definitions. In Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report (pp. 31–33). https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2026/nypd_idf.pdf ]  [2:  NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT. (2024). In NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT (pp. 63–66). https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2024/nypd.pdf ]  [3:  New York City Police Department. (2026). Indicator definitions. In Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report (pp. 31–33). https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2026/nypd_idf.pdf] 

In April 2025, NYPD stated that it treats shots-fired incidents as shooting incidents for investigative purposes and described circumstances in which officers may arrive at a scene where shell casings are the primary evidence that gunfire occurred.[footnoteRef:4] Not every report of gunfire necessarily establishes that a firearm was actually discharged, and NYPD investigates these reports to determine whether a discharge can be confirmed. In such cases, officers may rely on physical evidence, including shell casings, as evidence that a firearm was discharged. A March 2025 incident in Park Slope, for example, involved reports of shots fired, with police recovering two shell casings and no injuries reported.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Transcript: Mayor Adams makes Public Safety-Related announcement with NYPD Police Commissioner Tisch. (2026). The Official Website of the City of New York. https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2025/04/transcript-mayor-adams-makes-public-safety-related-announcement-nypd-police-commissioner-tisch ]  [5:  Young, A. (2025, March 1). Two arrested in Park Slope standoff following reports of shots fired: police. New York Post. https://nypost.com/2025/03/01/us-news/two-arrested-in-nyc-standoff-following-reports-of-shots-fired-police/ ] 

b. NYPD Firearms Discharge Data and Investigations
The NYPD has historically maintained firearms-discharge data concerning discharges by members of the Department, including through its Annual Firearms Discharge Reports and subsequent Use of Force Reports.[footnoteRef:6] The Department’s current Use of Force reporting system evolved from the Annual Firearms Discharge Report and documents firearms discharges and other uses of force involving members of the service (MOS).[footnoteRef:7] The NYPD's firearms discharge data includes information about incidents in which an NYPD member discharges a firearm, including whether the discharge resulted in injury, whether the discharge was accidental or intentional, and other circumstances surrounding the discharge. The Department tracks and analyzes these incidents as part of its broader use-of-force reporting. These reports concern NYPD MOS firearms discharges and therefore differ from Prop. Int. No. 935-A, which explicitly excludes discharges by Department members acting within the scope of their duties.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Use of Force/Firearms discharge data tables - NYPD. https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/firearms-discharge.page ]  [7:  Use of force - NYPD. https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/use-of-force.page ]  [8:  The New York City Council - File #: INT 0935-2026. https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=8045782&GUID=2A817CCA-56CC-4052-A5AB-CE4316C89C6D&Options=&Search= ] 

c. NYPD Tracking of Confirmed Firearm Discharges
	At a June 10, 2026 hearing before the Committee on Public Safety, NYPD representatives testified that the Department does not currently have a systematic internal system for reporting the number of confirmed firearm discharges by city, borough, or precinct.[footnoteRef:9] The NYPD testified that it does have some information concerning confirmed firearm discharges and may use information about confirmed discharges in particular locations to inform deployment decisions, but that the Department does not currently maintain a systematic dataset that it is comfortable using to report the total number of confirmed discharges citywide or by precinct. [9:  The New York City Council - Meeting of Committee on Public Safety on 6/10/2026 at 10:00 AM. https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1417913&GUID=C5D97CEC-5BFC-4F22-801F-3A275B8191D9&Options=info|&Search= ] 

	The Department further testified that its complaint documentation includes a field for whether a firearm discharge is confirmed, but that the field is not currently mandatory.[footnoteRef:10] According to the NYPD, officers may identify a discharge as confirmed when an investigation produces evidence such as shell casings, witnesses, or other evidence establishing that a firearm was discharged. The NYPD explained that establishing a systematic reporting system is more complicated because reports of shots fired can arise in connection with many different types of criminal activity, including robberies, property damage, and incidents where the Department ultimately cannot determine whether a firearm was discharged. [10:  The New York City Council - Meeting of Committee on Public Safety on 6/10/2026 at 10:00 AM. https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1417913&GUID=C5D97CEC-5BFC-4F22-801F-3A275B8191D9&Options=info|&Search=] 

	The Department nevertheless testified that developing a system for this information is feasible and expressed support for the underlying principle of reporting confirmed firearm discharges.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  The New York City Council - Meeting of Committee on Public Safety on 6/10/2026 at 10:00 AM. https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1417913&GUID=C5D97CEC-5BFC-4F22-801F-3A275B8191D9&Options=info|&Search=] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Prop. Int. No. 935-A:
This legislation would require the NYPD to report quarterly on confirmed firearm discharges that do not result in the shooting of any person. The bill defines a “confirmed firearm discharge” as a firearm discharge by a person other than an NYPD member acting within the scope of their duties that does not result in the shooting of any person and that the Department corroborates with evidence recovered at the scene, including, but not limited to, ballistics, property damage, shell casings, live ammunition, recovery of the firearm, video, or a firsthand account by a witness. The bill therefore does not require NYPD to report every allegation or call concerning shots fired, but instead requires reporting of incidents that the Department determines are confirmed through corroborating evidence.
The bill would require the NYPD to post a report on its website no later than October 30, 2027, and within 30 days of the end of each subsequent quarter, including the total number of confirmed firearm discharges and, for each discharge, the borough and precinct as well as the approximate date, time, and location.
Since introduction, the legislation has been amended from the original version of Int. No. 935, which would have required weekly reporting of confirmed firearm discharges, to the proposed amended version, which would require quarterly reporting. The change to quarterly reporting is consistent with the NYPD's testimony confirming and validating firearm discharge information would require additional time and that weekly reporting would impose operational burdens on the Department.
This legislation would take effect one year after becoming law. 


Proposed. Int. No. 935-A

By Council Members Feliz, Ariola, Thomas-Henry, Louis, Schulman and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to quarterly reporting on confirmed firearm discharges
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Section 14-150 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision g to read as follows:
g. Report on confirmed firearm discharges. 1. For purposes of this subdivision, the term “confirmed firearm discharge” means a discharge of a firearm, by any person other than a member of the department acting within the scope of their duties, that does not result in the shooting of any person and that the department corroborates with evidence recovered at the scene of such discharge. Such evidence may include, but need not be limited to:
(a) Ballistics;
(b) Property damage;
(c) Shell casings;
(d) Live ammunition;
(e) Recovery of the firearm discharged;
(f) Video; or
(g) Firsthand account by any witness.
2. No later than October 30, 2027, and within 30 days of the end of each subsequent quarter, the department shall post on its website a report on the number of confirmed firearm discharges during the previous quarter. Such report shall include:
(a) The total number of confirmed firearm discharges; and
(b) For each confirmed firearm discharge:
(1) The borough and precinct where such discharge occurred; and
(2) The approximate date, time, and location of such discharge. 
3. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to impact the manner in which the department investigates any suspected discharge of a firearm, including, but not limited to, the evidence the department may use to corroborate such a discharge. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 1 year after it becomes law.
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